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What is AgriConnect?

AgriConnect has been designed to incentivize Ghanaian youth to participate in

agriculture, especially technology-driven agriculture. As more and more youth

become engaged in farming it will encourage other youth to engage more

fulsomely in agriculture and view it as a viable and sustainable long-term career.

The digitalization of the agriculture sector is one key component that is expected
to accelerate youth participation in agriculture.

AgriConnect will supply 10,000 agriculture and agriculture-related or adjacent
students, including young women and differently-abled persons in 10 academic
institutions in Ghana with:

A laptop and internet connectivity.

Access to our user-friendly and accessible bespoke digital platform to
participate in supplemental courses, including Agribusiness and
Entrepreneurship, Value Chain Development and Digital Literacy.




AgriConnect has two connectivity partners — Vodafone and MTN that will provide
portable internet devices (Mi-Fi) that will allow students to access and browse
the internet from anywhere and allow them to engage with the supplemental
courses that was developed for them as part of AgriConnect.

Currently, the proof-of-concept phase of AgriConnect is being implemented. It is
expected that after this 18-month proof-of-concept phase is completed,
AgriConnect will be scaled up to support more youth and be implemented in
several more tertiary-level academic institutions (TVETs and universities) across
Ghana.

Essentially, AgriConnect will contribute to the removal of barriers faced by
GChanaian youth in accessing technology and education and providing them
with 21st century skills.







3. Which organizations are funding and
implementing AgriConnect?




4. What are the benefits of participating in
AgriConnect? Why should you register to
participate in AgriConnect?

AgriConnect has been designed to empower Ghanaian youth, including young
women and differently-abled persons to:

Access technology (computers and
connectivity) and learning opportunities
across agriculture and
agriculture-related value chains.

Acquire digitally enhanced learning in
agriculture and agriculture adjacent
sectors as a means of increasing their
access to dignified and meaningful jobs in
the agricultural sector and agri-adjacent
industries upon graduation.

Acquire knowledge and a wider variety
of skills along various points of several
agricultural value chains.

Leverage technology to impact their
agency and voice, resilience, and quality of
life through their participation in practical
experiences within agriculture which will
boost their creativity and empowerment.




5. What educational institutions are part of
the AgriConnect programme?

Ten tertiary-level academic institutions (TVETs and Universities) are currently part
of the AgriConnect Programme. These are:

1. Damongo Agricultural College

2. Ejura Agricultural College
3. Kwadaso Agricultural College

4. Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST)
5. Ohawu Agricultural College
6. Pong Agricultural College
7. University of Cape Coast
8. University of Development Studies
9. University of Ghana

10. Wenchi Agricultural College







7. How do | qualify to participate in AgriConnect?




8. How do | register to participate in
AgriConnect?

There are five simple steps to register for AgriConnect:

The email invitation that you receive from
your school will contain a web link at the
bottomn labelled “Accept Invite” which
you should use to complete your account

registration and activation.
Click or tap on the “Accept Invite” tab
to set your password and create
account.
Follow the instructions to set your
password (Make sure to choose a
strong password to keep your account
secure.
For example - Domi4Bella!$).

Next, fill in your personal

details: First Name, Last Name,

and Telephone Number.
After creating your account, you can
now sign in to access your account
using the email address and password
you used at the initial stage of creating

your account.
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9. When is the deadline to register to
participate in AgriConnect?

You are strongly encouraged to apply to participate in AgriConnect during
December 2023 and January 2024 and to finalize your financial contributions for
the laptops and connectivity by March 31, 2024




Log into your
AgriConnect Account.

Click on the option

in the sidebar labeled
“Equipment”.

The Equipment page
will open.

Click on the orange Apply Button
next to Equipment Request. You
will then receive an email with the
USSD code and the payment
reference code (if you do not see
this code in your inbox, check your
spam).

Once you receive the
USSD code, Dial
*718*5674.

Enter the unique
payment reference code
that was sent to your
email when prompted
for identification.

Select a preferred
connectivity partner
from the list of
options provided.

You will be informed of
the total amount due.

V.

You will then be prompted to \
provide the amount you wish to pay
(you can pay the full amount due at
one time or you can pay several
times until you have paid the full
amount due).

y,

N\
You will then be prompted to
confirm and asked if you wish
to proceed to make payment
for the amount indicated.

V.

N\

You will receive the
authorisation prompt
to enter your mobile
money wallet PIN to
authorise and complete
the payment.

V.




If you do not make full payment at once, complete steps 4 to 9
each time you wish to make a payment.

When you have successfully completed full payment, you will:
<Receive an email that your laptop is ready to be delivered to you and details of
the date of delivery of your laptop, connectivity device and data bundle will be

provided

PAYMENTS

[ 1

Password
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11. What is the cost for the laptops and
connectivity?




12. As a female student or as a differently-abled
student, do | get any preferential treatment on
the AgriConnect programme?

Yes. This is because AgriConnect is built on the theory that there is an urgent need
to scale up the mainstreaming of youth and gender in agriculture and to mobilize
and involve the active participation of youth, young women, and differently-abled
persons in agriculture as the labour force in the sector is currently dominated by
older farmers between the ages of 50 and 60 years. This is juxtaposed with the fact
that there are high levels of underutilization and unemployment of youth, and
differently-abled persons and higher rates of unemployment among women as
compared to men. These three groups could significantly benefit from the sector,
enabling them to access meaningful employment and sustainable livelihoods in a
sector that is ripe for transformation. The potential for agriculture transformation in
Ghana is great and youth, young women and differently-abled persons can play a
key role in transforming and modernizing the agriculture sector.
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13. What tools and resources would | receive
once | register?

Once you register and are fully paid up you will receive:

A laptop and internet connectivity.

Access to our user-friendly and accessible bespoke digital platform
to participate in supplemental courses, including Agribusiness and
Entrepreneurship, Value Chain Development and Digital Literacy.







15. Are there any requirements that | must fulfil
once | receive the laptop?
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16. If | do not officially qualify to receive a laptop
from AgriConnect because of my age or
academic institution, or if | already own my
laptop, can | still register and participate in the
supplemental courses using my personal
laptop?

Yes, you will be able to register to take the supplemental courses, and we are
making arrangements to facilitate this.

REGISTER
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17. 1 am a staff member of one of the
participating academic institutions. Am |
eligible to participate in the programme?

Yes, certainly you will have access to the platformm and the supplemental course
content. Feel free to sign up and take any of the supplemental courses.

ready a member? Log in
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19. How different is the Supplemental Course from
the curriculum in my academic institution?




20. What supplemental course content will be
available?

In a nutshell, the three supplementary course content areas are
Digital Literacy and Digital Skills Development is divided into six (6) main sections
and includes fifteen modules. The Modules which comprise the main course
content will be supplemented by learning videos and other creative tools and
approaches to enhance instruction and keep the learner engaged. The entire
course incorporates 40 hours of learning. The sections are: :

Section T: Section 2:

Introduction to Digital Computer Basics, Problem
Literacy and Digital y Solving, Digital Skills and
Citizenship SRR Productivity Tools
Section 3: Section 4:

Internet Q Social Media Platforms
Basics and Online @ and Digital Marketing
Safety

Section 5: Section 6:

Website Design and Introduction to
Introduction to Computer Artificial Intelligence

Programming
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In the case of value chain development, the supplemental course content has

been designed to enable students to better understand value chains and the

linkages between value chains, trade, and market development and how

farmers (even small farmers with small plots) can capitalize on the opportunities
that these value chains provide.

The selected 9 value chains that were developed into supplemental courses took

into consideration their appeal to young persons, the potential job opportunities,

their high economic values, their scalability, the relatively lower start-up capital

investment required and above all their ability to serve as livelihood

enhancement ventures. The value chains for which supplemental course
content was developed are:

z
o

COMPONENT VALUE CHAIN

Resilience Rice

Vegetables Fruiting & Leafy Vegetables

Fruits Pineapple

Tree Crops Mango

Technology Greenhouse

Poultry Fowls

Livestock / Monogastrics Piggery

Agric. Journalism Smart Scripting & Feature Reporting
Vigorous Seedling Management &

Professional Nurseries business opportunities
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21. Can you share the names of the courses
and the areas of focus of the supplemental
course content?

The names of the supplemental courses are:

(E8)

Digital Literacy to Advance Digital Skills
Development and Prepare Youth for a Digital
Future

©,

00

Value Chain Development

5

Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship







23. What is the length of time needed to complete
these supplement course content?




24. Will | be assessed at the end of each
AgriConnect supplemental course?

Yes, you will be required to do short quizzes and short answer questions at the end
of each module that you take.

PAS)



25. Do | get a certificate after completing
each supplementary course?

Yes, you will receive a certificate for each supplemental course/module completed.







27. Will the supplemental course content available
through AgriConnect conflict with my current
courses?
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28. Can | replace some of my current courses
with AgriConnect supplementary course
content?

No. Remember what is being offered through AgriConnect is supplemental to your
core courses and electives. As the name suggests, these new areas of learning will
supplement and enhance what you are learning.

_ g

o
I
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29. How beneficial will the supplemental
course content be for my future career
path?

Extremely beneficial. The supplemental course content has been designed to not

only enhance your knowledge and skills but also to make you more competitive

and marketable and improve your prospects for decent and fulfilling employment.

This new knowledge and skills will also help to improve your confidence to explore

a range of entrepreneurial opportunities that exist in the agriculture sector and
related agriculture value chains.







31. What online learning platform is being used to
deliver the supplemental course content?




32. Will the supplemental course delivery be
asynchronous and self-paced?

Yes, delivery will be asynchronous and will be based on self-paced learning. In other
words, you will not have access to a lecturer, although you will be able to leave
questions and have those questions answered or ask for further explanations. With
self-paced learning, you can either spend shorter or longer times engaging with
the material. There are several advantages of self-paced learning including:
increased flexibility, autonomy, and improved time management skills. By having
the ability to work at your own pace, you can take the time to better understand the
material and complete assignments. Self-paced learning has also been known to
improve student confidence as students begin to develop and grow as
independent persons/learners, learning new things without anyone helping them,
thereby enjoying a significant boost in their self-esteem.Notwithstanding these
positives, we do understand that self-paced learning can get lonely, the
importance of interaction with peers etc. and as such we will set up various groups
including using WhatsApp, and even Facebook and Instagram to support
interaction with peers.
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Section 3

AgriConnect's Contribution to Advancing
the Sustainability of Ghana's Agriculture Sector



33. Are jobs and/or internships available
through AgriConnect?

Currently, jobs and internships are not part of AgriConnect. However, because we
have been interacting with several industry players in the development of the
supplemental course content, we do believe that this will become an advantage for
students. Through the development of the supplemental course content areas, the
AgriConnect team also brought together academia and industry players in various
forums. These interactions and engagement auger well for academia/industry
programmes such as internships, guest lectures etc. In the full-scale rollout of
AgriConnect it is potentially an area that we can look at.







35. What makes AgriConnect innovative and
different?




In partnership with

mastercard
foundation

Follow our social media channels for information on
how to participate in AgriConnect.
Email us at: agriconnect@softtribe.com
Visit us at: http://agriconnectghana.com

£ 069 in

AgriConnect

FAQS




